Figure 1 shows changes in viable cell number accompanying ozonation and aeration of C. michiganense, E. carotovora. P. solanacearum and F. oxysporum. In no case did aeration changed the viable cell number in the suspension during the test periods, while ozonation decreased the viable cell number immediately. Sixty min ozonation for C. michiganense and P. solanacearum, 90min for E. carotovora and 120min for F. oxysporum reduced the respective number of viable cells in the suspension to 1cell/ml or less. The sensitivity to ozonation of F. oxysporum, the only fungus among the tested organisms, was less than that of the bacteria, but after ozonation for 120min, the survival of the fungus was nearly zero. In this experiment, however, microconidia-like budding cells were used as a fungal inoculum. Chlamydospores could possibly require longer ozonation treatment to be completely sterilized.
